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ASIT and Ansell: sharing a quest for education

Its commitment to education is a commit-
ment that Ansell Healthcare clearly shares
with the UK Association of Surgeons in
Training (ASiT), the UK’s second larg-
est and fastest growing surgical speciality
association. For the second year in a row,
Ansell is a Gold ASiT Sponsor. Or rather
a partner, as more than financial support,
we also gladly put our extensive expertise
in hand care at the disposal of the associa-
tion members.

“The cornerstone of surgical training is a
sound education”, it says on the ASiT website.
So just like Ansell, ASiT attaches great value
to education. And its website is a great way
of providing educational resources. On the
dedicated Ansell page, for example, a couple
of Ansell presentations (double gloving; hos-

pital acquired infections) and videos (donning
and hand scrubbing) are available to ASiT
members, providing “invaluable knowledge
for surgeons in training on the key factors in
infection control,” dixit Conor Marron, Past-
President and Treasurer of ASiT. In addition,
the updated ASiT website, which will be on

line soon, will include a link to the Ansell web
pages.

Enhance protection levels

More than that, Ansell also provides sup-
port for the annual ASiT conferences. Conor
Marron: “This year, Ansell offered educational
materials, such as the videos on hand washing
and donning techniques, and free samples
for the trainees to don. These materials were
an invaluable part of the courses. Gloves are
not really a primary concern for trainees, they
use what they get without thinking too much
of protection or comfort levels. By educating
them on the importance of proper hand wash-
ing, donning and choosing the most appropri-
ate glove, we can enhance protection levels,
for them and patients alike. Which is, after all,
what ASiT and Ansell are all about ...”
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http://www.asit.org/
http://www.asit.org/education/Ansell.php

“fAnsell gloves are the best value-for-money surgical
gloves on the market?”

Finding a clinically acceptable glove
supplier at a competitive price: that
was the daunting challenge for Steve
Benjamin, Head of Clinical Purchasing
at the Bristol and Weston NHS
Purchasing Consortium. He opted for
Ansell because of ‘their market leader-
ship (i.e. expertise), wide product range
and extensive trial support’. After a
successful trial, the use of Ansell gloves
at the Consortium’s three acute NHS
trusts was almost 100%. Today, four
years later, Ansell is still the number
one glove in the trust’s operating thea-
tres.

The Bristol and Weston NHS Purchasing
Consortium helps three acute and three
primary health trusts negotiate the best
deals on supplies by purchasing collec-
tively. When the Consortium’s acute trust
members wanted to make cost savings on
surgical gloves, Steve Benjamin went on
the lookout for a new glove supplier. His
remit was a challenging one. He knew that
the alternative gloves had to be of good
quality or clinicians wouldn’t be prepared
to switch. Spurred on by Ansell’s market
leading reputation, its broad glove range
and the extensive support during trials,
Steve decided to trial Ansell surgical gloves
at United Bristol Healthcare NHS Trust,
North Bristol NHS Trust and Weston Area
Health NHS Trust, the three acute trust
members.

Professional set-up

The preparation phase, in close coopera-
tion with staff at the hospital, was a smooth
one. During meetings with the trusts’
Infection Control, Health and Safety,
Dermatological, Occupational Health,
and Procurement specialists, Ansell reps
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answered many questions about the trials
and glove-related issues, such as allergies.
In addition, Ansell reps also met with trust
clinicians to ascertain their needs and rec-
ommend which gloves ranges to trial.

Always on-site

The actual two-month trials testified to
a consistent, professional approach. The
Consortium was impressed by the high
level of support and guidance Ansell pro-
vided. Steve: “There were enough repre-
sentatives available 24/7 to answer queries
from clinicians in every operating theatre.
Support included face-to-face meetings,
training events and educational literature,
such as posters and leaflets. And the pack-
age was tailor-made: we were involved in
the design from the ground up, which
means that everything we needed was
there.”

There when you need them

The professional approach - and the qual-
ity of the gloves, of course - hit the bull’s
eye. After the trial, the uptake of Ansell
surgical gloves was almost 100% at the
three hospital trusts and Ansell is still the
number one today. Moreover, the involve-

ment didn’t end with the trial. Ansell is, for
example, still supporting clinicians who
remain apprehensive about the change of
glove supplier and continues to provide
support. “Since the trial, we can call up
Ansell any time of the day to ask for sup-
port. We can even get someone to come
in overnight if we book them beforehand.
Ansell representatives aren’t in your face.
They're just there where you need them”,
Steve concluded.

The clinicians at the trusts wanted
gloves with good grip, ease of donning
and excellent fit. They trialled both the
Encore® and Gammex® PF top-quality
ranges of surgical gloves so that depart-
ments could decide whether they want-
ed to use all Encore®, all Gammex®
PF or a mixture of both ranges. In one
trust, for example, cardiac surgery is

now using Encore® while general sur-

gery uses Gammex® PF.



Three vital steps
to safe
cvytostatics
handling, in a

smart Ansell Guide

Cytostatics need to be handled with care.
Yet, in spite of that, worldwide research
indicates that many healthcare workers
involved in the preparation, administration
and disposal of these drugs are unaware of
the danger. To help them prevent exposure,
Ansell Healthcare has recently published a
handy ‘Cytostatics Safe Handling Guide’,
including glove recommendations. Here’s
the guidelines at a glance.

The incidence of cancer is staggering and
chemotherapy has become a much-used treat-
ment. The cytostatic drugs used for this treat-
ment, however, are not without hazards. Truly
committed to optimally protecting healthcare
workers and patients alike, Ansell has been
conducting research into the cytostatics threat
for many years now. Our efforts result in
advanced products and groundbreaking pro-
grammes, such as the world-renowned Ansell
Cytostatics Permeation Programme (ACPP).
Based on that expertise, we are ideally placed
to provide expert advice on the proper han-
dling of cytostatics.

PPE + safety procedures

Avoiding exposure to cytostatic agents
implies both the use of appropriate Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) and follow-
ing the most stringent safety procedures.
Ansell’s recently published Cytostatics Safe
Handling Guide briefly describes what gloves
to don and what procedures to follow - from
the moment the drugs arrive in the hospital
pharmacy thru’ to their administration to
the patients.

Preparation

Preparatory steps before reconstituting the cytostatic mix-
ture include donning appropriate PPE and a thorough
disinfection of both the work area and all equipment. For
these steps, Ansell recommends its Nitra-Touch™ glove,
which combines superior chemical and puncture resist-
ance. Being a synthetic glove, the Nitra-Touch™ elimi-
nates the risk of latex type I allergies.

Reconstitution of the
cytostatic mixture

Again, wearing the appropriate barrier protection (sterile
gloves!) and disinfection are key when preparing the cyto-
static mixture. Pharmacists can choose to wear either syn-
thetic or latex gloves in this step. Ansell’s polychloroprene
DermaShield® couples excellent chemical resistance to latex-
like comfort and flexibility, without giving type I or type IV
allergies any chance. The latex Gammex® PF XP™ is Ansell’s
latest showpiece. Read more about it in the box below.

Administration of

cytostatics to patients

Here it’s vitally important to also take the safety of the
patient into account. As cancer patients’ resistance is low,
Ansell recommends to wear synthetic gloves in order to
reduce the risk of allergic reactions. The nitrile Nitra-Tex®
glove or its longer-sleeve counterpart ensure an effective
barrier against chemicals and a secure grip, without com-
promising comfort.

You'll find the full Guide at the ‘special programmes’ section of our website.

AEE————

The brand-new Gammex® PF XP™:;

for eXtra Protection

The optimised wall thickness - 10 %
thicker - and low risk of pinholes are
the secrets to the exceptional protection
levels guaranteed by the new

. In exhaustive tests, the glove
withstands a range of cytostatics for up
to 60 minutes. It effortlessly combines
this impermeability with the comfort,

flexibility, sensitivity and low allergenic-

is the number of people diagnosed with
cancer in 2000, up from 2.9 million in

ity that have made our Gammex® PF
gloves much-wanted in hospitals the
world over.

Read all about the new glove on
, where you can also found our
extensive

2004. Given the current trends in smok-
ing prevalence and unhealthy lifestyles,
the number of new cases is expected to
grow exponentially in the future. In other
words: the need for awareness and appro-
priate protection against increasingly used
cytostatics is greater than ever.



http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=cytostatic_why&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=cytostatic_why&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=ppe_step1&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=ppe_step1&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?catalogue=!0!ppe!0&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?catalogue=!NitraTex%20NitraTex%20EP!0!0&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=cytostatic_why&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?catalogue=!0!ppe!0&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?catalogue=!0!ppe!0&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=gammex_pf_xp&lang=EN

Ansell Cytostatics Permeation

Programme (ACPP) update!

Our unique Ansell Cytostatics Permeation
Programme (ACPP) is as ‘dynamic’ and
‘real-time’ as its concept: we're continu-
ally including new tests and results. Over
the past few months, our research efforts
into cytostatic permeation led to the high-
ly protective Gammex® PF XP™ glove.
The favourable test results for this new-
comer have been included in a brand-
new ACPP brochure, which now solely
focuses on the gloves described in our
Cytostatics Safe Handling Guide.

For the safe handling of cytostatic agents,
Ansell recommends the nitrile NitraTouch®,
neoprene DermaShield®, latex Gammex® PF
XP™, nitrile Nitra-Tex® and Nitra-Tex® EP.
Why these, you may ask? Well, the decision
is a well-founded one, based on extensive
ACPP tests under the constraints that gloves

commonly endure such as rubbing, tension or
high cytostatic levels. The Natural Rubber Latex
Gammex® PF XP™ is a new addition to the
range, based on extensive ACPP research and
specifically designed for protection during the
preparation and reconstitution of cytostatics .

1 000 to 100 ooo times below EN 374 detec-
tion limit

That the nitrile, neoprene and new latex gloves
ensure exceptionally high barrier protection
levels, is shown in the table you'll find in the
new ACPP brochure. For the majority of the
17 cytostatics, the permeation level found for
all of these gloves is 1 000 to 100 000 times
below the detection limit defined in the EN
374 standard. Even after 6o minutes exposure
to Carmustine, generally known as one of the
most toxic cytostatics, the gloves protect at least
10x better than the permissible limit. Equally

ACPP: Ansell Cytostatic
Permeation Program

Ansell invasts for your
protection and information

positive were the results with Mitomycin
C and Oxaliplatin, two drugs often used in
HIPEC treatment, which were tested not only
at body temperature but also at 43°C.

Want to read the updated ACPP brochure ?
It's available on our website (under the tab
‘info — downloadables’).

Coming to a theatre near vou: Mammoth, starring

Ansell gloves

Swedish film director Lukas Moodysson
succeeded in casting some great actors
for his new movie Mammoth, his first-
ever international production. Besides
lead roles for box-office stars Gael Garcia
Bernal (Babel, the Motorcycle Diaries,
etc.) and Michelle Williams (Brokeback
Mountain), the film also features ...
Ansell medical gloves.

Lukas Moodysson is no newcomer to the
world of film. Proclaimed a ‘young mas-
ter’ by Ingmar Bergman, Moodysson made
some successful Swedish productions like
Show me Love, Together and Lilya 4-ever,
which established him firmly on the interna-
tional circuit. With Mammoth, Moodysson
will take on his most ambitious project yet.
The Swede’s first English-language film is
shot in locations that include New York,
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Lukas Moodysson

Thailand, the Philippines and Sweden and
has an impressive cast.

Pediatric surgeon
Mammoth revolves around the successful

New York couple Tom and Ellen, their eight-
year old daughter and their Filipino nanny.
On a business trip to Thailand, Tom realizes
that he wants to change his life. His decision
sets in motion a dramatic chain of events.

As Ellen is a pediatric surgeon, the movie
contains numerous hospital shots. Hence
the link with Ansell. Hacan Jonsson, Ansell
Area Distribution Manager Nordic, Baltic and
Eire: “As Ansell is the household brand in the
hospital where the shots are taken, the pro-
ducers asked for a sponsoring deal. We gladly
provided a stock of examination and surgical
gloves. This product placement is a great way
of raising brand awareness, the world over.
Expectations for Moodysson’s new movie are
high and we’re proud to be part of this ambi-
tious production.” Mammoth will premiére in
autumn 2008.
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